Social factors associated with pediatric emergency department visits for caries-related dental pain.
This study was performed to describe and relate sociodemographic factors and management of visits to a pediatric hospital emergency department for caries-related dental pain. Retrospective chart review of cases with a verifiable chief complaint of caries-related dental pain in 1998, was conducted using established protocol and trained reviewers. Three hundred of 984 hospital ED dental emergencies met the study's selection criteria and 109 children were six years old or younger. Almost two-thirds (66%) came from single parent families. Fifty-eight percent were self-pay or covered by government programs and the rest had some insurance. African-American children were 45% of cases. Over 80% were from within Franklin County, OH. Only 4 children (1%) had been seen for the same tooth previously. Lower primary molars were most often affected. Race, insurance, parental marital status were not significantly related to follow-up attendance at the facility (P > 0.05). Those living outside Franklin County and under 5 years of age were more likely to attend follow-up appointments (P < 0.05). When compared to the catchment population of Franklin County, this ED sample had six times as many uninsured children, two and a half times more African-Americans, and came from single parent families four and a half times more often. Children seen in the ED were predominantly poor, from single-parent families, and disproportionately minority, and were different from the catchment area population. These social risk factors were not related to attendance at follow-up.